
 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Band 

Student Benchmarks 
 

Basic Skills 
 

8th Grade Band 
 

STUDENTS WILL... 
 
1. Consistently demonstrate an appropriate and    

comfortable posture while playing. 
2. Maintain effective and comfortable finger, hand, 

and arm positions while playing. 
3. Percussion use proper grip / playing position for 

expanded auxiliary percussion. 
4. Demonstrate consistent tone quality across the 

range while playing scales and arpeggios. 
5. Demonstrate consistently characteristic tone    

quality over all dynamic levels from pianissimo to 
fortissimo. 

6. Play with an expanded range. 
7. Perform one octave scales and arpeggios in the 

keys of Concert Bb, Eb, F, Ab, C, Db, G, major and 
G, C, D, F, A minor. 

8. Perform chromatic scales over a two-octave range 
(if possible). 

9. Woodwinds and brass will continue to use alternate 
fingerings / positions appropriately in exercises 
and repertoire.  

 

Demonstrate the ability to tune one’s own  instrument, 
and to detect and correct intonation problems while 
playing. 

Titles/Songs 
Chosen musical literature 
representing a variety of 
genres and eras.         
Difficulty level of 2.5 -
3.5 on a scale of 1—6. 
 
TEXTS 
Standard Of Excellence  
Book 3 
 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
On Line resources. 
 
Teaching Music Through 
Performance in Music 
Vol. 1-3, Texts and CDs 
 
 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback 
equipment 

INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

Titles/Songs 
Chosen musical literature 
representing a variety of 
genres and eras.        
Difficulty level of 2.5 -
3.5 on a scale of 1-6 
 
TEXTS 
Standard Of Excellence  
Book 3 
 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
On line Resources. 
 
Teaching Music Through 
Performance in Music 
Vol. 1-3, Texts and CDs 
 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Professional Recordings 
Recording and Playback 
equipment 
 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 

Student Benchmarks 
 

Musical Concepts 
8th Grade Band 

 

STUDENTS WILL… 
 

1. Count and perform rhythm patterns combining various notes 
and rests assimilating the use of syncopation in 3/8, 6/8, 
9/8, and 12/8 time. 

2. Define and perform in 9/8, 12/8, 5/4 and 6/4 time           
signatures. 

3. Perform changing meters: triple to duple - compound to   
simple. 

4. Perform asymmetrical meters. 
5. Replicate the five-beat and nine-beat conducting patterns. 
6. Demonstrate the ability to identify and play phrasing in the 

pieces studied. 
7. Continue to recognize the use of theme(s) in compositions. 
8. Identify and perform grace notes. 
9. Identify styles of various compositions including the chorale, 

dances, ragtime, Dixieland, blues, and rock and roll. 
10. Recognize stylistic traits of art music from different      

historical time periods from the Middle Ages to the     
Twentieth Century. 

11. Recognize the use of binary, ternary, and rondo forms in 
pieces studied. 

12. Develop the ability to identify aural rhythm patterns. 
13. Recognize intervals and major, natural and harmonic,        

melodic, pentatonic, whole tone and blues scales. 
14. Identify major and minor chords. 
15. Recognize simple chord progressions. 
16. Develop transposition skills. 
17. Define and perform various symbols and terms including 

grace note, trill, simile, dolce, sostenuto, grazioso, cantabile, 
D.S. al Coda, two measure repeat sign. 

18. Define and perform variations in dynamics including          
pianissimo, fortissimo, sforzando, and forte-piano. 

 

Define and perform various tempo markings including Larghetto 
and Andantino. 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

 
Titles/Songs 
Chosen musical literature 
representing a variety of 
genres and eras.   Difficulty 
level 2.5—3.5 on a scale of 
1—6. 
 
TEXTS 
Standard Of Excellence  
Book 3 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
On Line  resources. 
 
Teaching Music Through 
Performance in Music Vol.  
1-3, Texts and CDs 
 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback 
equipment 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Band 

 

Student Benchmarks 
 

Performance 
 

8th Grade Band 
 

STUDENTS WILL... 
 
1.  Perform on at least one instrument accurately and         

independently, alone and in small and large ensembles, 
with good posture, good playing position, and good 
breath control. 

 
2.  Perform with expression and technical accuracy a           

repertoire of instrumental literature with a level of 2.5 
to 3.5, on a scale of 1 to 6. 

 
3. Perform music representing diverse genres and  
 cultures, with expression appropriate for the work   

being performed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL  
RESOURCES 

 
Titles/Songs 
Chosen musical literature 
representing a variety of 
genres and eras.  
Difficulty level 2.5 - 3.5 
on a scale of 1-6. 
 
TEXTS 
Standard Of Excellence  
Book 3 
 
 
TEACHER RESOURCES 
On Line resources.  
 
Teaching Music Through 
Performance in Music 
Vol. 1-3, Texts and CDs 
 
 
WEB SITES 
MSBOA.org 
ASBDA.com 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Professional Recordings 
 
Recording and Playback 
equipment 

Chelsea School District Curriculum 
Band 

 

Student Benchmarks 
 

Special Techniques 
 

8th Grade Band 
 

STUDENTS WILL... 
 
1. Woodwinds will demonstrate the ability to      

properly execute trills and grace notes. 
2. Flutes and brass will be introduced to the ability 

to properly execute double and triple tonguing. 
3. Demonstrate correct technique for producing an 

even vibrato (except Clarinet and French horn). 
4. Demonstrate the ability to properly execute trills 

(except trombones) and grace notes. 
5. French horns will demonstrate the use of  

“stopped  horn.” 
6. Trombones will continue to develop legato tonguing 

and slide slurs. 
7. Percussion will continue to develop skills on the 

Snare drum, Bass drum, Mallet percussion,        
Timpani, Bongos, Conga drums, Cymbals,          
Tambourine, and Timbales. 

 
 



8th Grade Band 
 

Seventh and Eighth Grade Band meets every day and performs many concerts 
and parades each year.  These bands build on the foundation formed in the 5th 
and 6th grade.   
 
The level of performance is higher requiring a greater commitment from the 
students.  The rewards of this commitment are great and student ability level is 
nurtured to encourage students to continue in high school. 
 
These bands are elective courses. 


